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I have been with this pro jec t since EPA's VBI-70 initial inclusion of the Cole andC l a y t o n neighborhoods in the Fall of 1998. I h e l p e d to create the C E A S E organization
de s igned to represent community. In f a c t , I continue to sit at the C E A S E table . Myp a r t i c i p a t i o n in th i s p r o j e c t has been long, busy, and intense, having served hundreds of
volunteer hours toward the cause of a cleaner, s a f e r neighborhood for the ch i ldren and
f a m i l i e s of the Co l e neighborhood. At t h i s j u n c t u r e of the process, I am excited and
h o p e f u l for a better day, a hea l th i er day for the re s ident s impacted by the c ond i t i on s
described as the VBI-70 S i t e .
I S U P P O R T ALTERNATIVE 4 OF THE PROPOSED PLAN AND THE
C O M M U N I T Y H E A L T H P L A N A S D E S C R I B E D I N T H E PROPOSED P L A N
D O C U M E N T , W I T H T H E E X C E P T I O N O F S O I L REMOVAL LEVELS A S
F O L L O W S : I DESIRE A SOIL REMEDIATION LEVEL OF LEAD AT 400 PPM ORHIGHER; and I DESIRE ARSENIC REMOVAL LEVEL AT 128 PPM.
( T h e s e two soil remediation l ev e l s are in agreement with the C E A S E p o s i t i o n of Clean-
u p . )
F U R T H E R , I SUPPORT T H E P U B L I C H E A L T H E D U C A T I O N PROGRAM. T h eh e a l t h education program would i n c l u d e both i n d i v i d u a l and community educat ion to
raise awareness about soil pica behavior, m u l t i p l e sources of lead and arsenic, s trategie s
to reduce soil pica behavior and to reduce or avoid exposure to lead and arsenic f r o msources other than soil, and the heal th e f f e c t of exposure. The Community H e a l t h
Program would address as many sources of lead as prac t i cab l e . Another attractive
port ion of this Plan is that the ch i ldren in these n e ighborhood s wi l l be tested for lead and
arsenic at no cost to the f a m i l i e s . I e s p e c i a l l y a p p r e c i a t e the inc lu s i on of the r e s ident s in
the h ea l th education e f f o r t s , striving for a cul tural approach to the process. I see that agood f a i t h e f f o r t is currently being undertaken by EPA in that the process of t e s t ing the
c h i l d r e n is underway, with community and many necessary organizations at the table .
Not only are they providing the much needed f u n d i n g for the p r o j e c t but they are working
with exist ing service providers, e s t a b l i s h i n g par tner sh ip s that wi l l ensure the success of
all e f f o r t s . T h i s good f a i t h e f f o r t provides me with the assurance that the Plan
(Alterna t iv e 4) proposed by EPA is at this time the best of all a l t ernat ive s , l eav ing



f l e x i b i l i t y that the P l a n w i l l respond to s i tuations r e la t ing to the p r o j e c t as they occur,
e s p e c i a l l y those f i n d i n g s f r o m the t e s t ing o f the ch i ldren.

FURTHER IN SUPPORT OF ALTERNATIVE 4: W i t h the recent coverage and
outreach of the soil contamination s i tuation, many re s ident s have signed up for soil
s a m p l i n g . Alt e rna t iv e 4 a l l ows for soil s a m p l i n g program a v a i l a b i l i t y for those not yet
s a m p l e d , as well as soil removal.

W I T H T H E E X C E P T I O N O F T H E A F O R E M E N T I O N E D C O N D I T I O N S , W H I C H
INCLUDES LEAD LEVEL C L E A N - U P AT 400PPM, I SUPPORT ALTERNATIVE 4
OF THE PROPOSAL PLAN.
I A L S O S U P P O R T T H E C O M M U N I T Y H E A L T H PROGRAM A S D E S C R I B E D I N
T H E PROPOSED P L A N F O R T H E R E A S O N S S T A T E D ABOVE.


